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the main argument, I would 

deſire my Reader to conſider in 

the firſt place, that though for | | 
ss (as well known to him as fo m ye 
i) 1 {hall be far from ſaying any thing 3 
this time derogatory tothe well-known- _ ._ - 
violable Faith and Friendſhip of his $ 21 
noſt Chriſtian Majeſty Lewis the Four- 5 
eenth; yet that, on the other hand, I ſhall 3 

de as far from ſparing any one man beſides X | 
f the French Nation, who are the an- S 6 | 
tent, the avow'd, the natural, and the 
derpetual enemies of Great Britain: | 
nemies of that peculiar ſtamp, as ever 
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3 ſuſpected by our own People, as well as 
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to do us more hurt in time of Peace 

than in time of War; their Friendſhip | 
being infinitely more fatal than their Ha- 
tred, and their Compliments more dan- 
gerous than their Blows, As no Law n 
forbids me any more to repłat A hiſtory 


of former times, than to write that, df p 
the preſent; ſo no man ſhall terrify me 5 


(when a proper occaſion happens) from 
ſhowing how in all Treaties before the I; 
laſt, we have been the conſtant bubbles 1A 
in the Cabinet, of thoſe we had as con- 
ſtantly beaten in the Field; that it was in 
times of Peace the French debauch'd 
our Youth, brib'd our Miniſters, under- 
min'd our Trade, penſion'd our Kings, 
diſſolv'd our beſt Alliances, and made 
our very Nation contemptible: that there. 
fore all private engagements between 
their Kings and ours were commonl 


by the other Nations of e that 
thoſe Miniſters who made the moſt 
Court to France, or ſeem'd to have the 
greateſt Dependance upon it, were ever 
counted the worſt, the moſt corrupt, and 
the moſt profligate; as thoſe who ſhOo.] d 
the greateſt averſion to their manners Or e 
jealouſy. of their deſigns, and that ſeem dn 
to be really fixt in the intereſt or conh- 


dence 
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dence of the Germans and the Dutch, 
e vere ever eſteem'd true Britons, men of 
viſdom, integrity, and publick ſpirit. 

he Proofs for theſe things are number- 
eſs. Now there's no ſuch change has 
happen'd in the fituation or circumſtances 
of affairs, as to make us change our old 
opinion of the French genius, their views, 
and politicks. Tis juſt the contrary. They 
are now as much Fench, and therefore as 
little Exgliſh as ever; they are bigotted 
Papifds, and therefore little enclin'd to 
be „ they are much more pow-, 
erfull, and therefore much more dange-* 
Tous than heretofore : Spain and the Indies 
Peing in the Houſe of Bourbon, they are 
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% Wmaſters of the Gold, and ſo may ſoon be —8— 
a gnaſters of the Soil of the World. If un- x& | 


der ſuch favourable aſpects I ſhou'd ſee 0 
he French people aſſume their wonted 22 « 
Þaughtineſs, I ſhou'd hear them ſpeak" 1 
heir uſual imperious language, I ſhou dd 
Perceive em already to chichane upon 
ome Articles of their laſt Treaties, and YC 
0 avoid the performance of the moſt fun? Ta 
e ones; if Portugal were treated * 
vith contempt, Germany like to be ov r- 
un, and eſpecially the Elector of Hanover, OF — | 
egraded from his Rank, and his Dignities & DS | 
f. Yad Titles beſtow'd on a Rebell to the a | 
4 3 
As 
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Empire, and a Traytor to his Country 


if ſuch things as theſe ſhou'd happen, I 


and ſpare not, I would call upon all my 
; fellow- citizens to do the like, and woul 
fain ſee the man (as none but a ſingle 
Miniſter can think of it) that ſhould pre 
tend to ſtop our mouths, or pens againſt 
any inſolent, perfidious, Naviſh, and ſlave. 


making Nation. | 
W. The next thing I wou'd premiſe to the 


: 


__ Reader's conſideration is, that he mu 


— 
2 mealy- mouth'd towards their own Mini 


States, or Princes. I may lay it down fo 

A .- never-failing Maxim, that all our cala 
ities proceed from the weakneſs or vid 

= ouſneſs of” our Miniſters : and for this res. 

- Jonitis, that the Law has wiſely made 
them anſwerable for all the errours or de 
* viations of the Prince, which from henct 
are juſtly ſtil'd Male-adminiſtrations ; fo 
the Miniſters being the eyes by whic! 
the Monarch ſees, the ears by which h 

_ BYhears, the heart by which he adviſes, and 
the hands by which he executes, his opi 


nion of things, and conſequently hi 
ww . — p | = 
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not expect to find Ergliſh-men more 
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ſters than towards foreign Nations} 
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F fay, tho we were not immediately con- 
cern'd our ſelves (which laſt is far from 
N being our caſe) I wou'd then cry aloud 
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acting, muſt be ſuteable to the repreſen 
tation made of thoſe matters by hi = 
per officers, or by his favorites. Or if 
once in an ape a Prince ſhould be found to 
be obſtinately bent upon ſome ſcheme 
not originally ſug by his Mini- 
ſters (as the late King James was upon 
introduceing Popery, or any other Prince 
upon as pernieious a project) yet even in 
this caſe the Miniſters are chargeable, 
who inſtead of obſerving their Oaths, and 
diſcharging their duty to their Country 
by honeſtly refuſing to act, do common 
on the contrary, in order to hold their pla- 
ces, ſervilehy comply with the Prince's In- 
ni clinations; nay they are generally before- 
hand with him, by narrowly ſtudying 
his bent of mind, and ſo preventing even 
his deftres to purchaſe or to preſerve his 
favour. © Since our Miniſters then are ac- 
ea countable for all Male-adminiftrations, 
how ſhall they be brought to account it 
they are not accus'd? as ſooner or later 
they are ſureto be in a free Natian, and 
hence therefore it is, that all corrupt Mi- 
niſters mortally hate Liberty, eſpecially 
Liberty of Speech, Tis nevertheleſs ſtu- 
pid blindneſs in them to think of pre- 
venting this laſt, When the people ob- 
ſerve any Miniſtry to do what is evident- 
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ly to the diminution or detriment; of their 
own country, and that not {0 much as 
a plauſible reaſon. appears for thus en- 


creaſing the wealth or power of a foreign 


Potentate, at firſt ſight they are too apt 
to think ſuch Miniſters very good-natur'd 
or very ſilly : but hen they know them 
to have-abundance of cunning and not a 
dram of good nature, then they very fair- 
ly conclude them to be ignominiouſly 
brib'd; to be gain'd by ready mony, ho- 
nours, . preferments, or any other hire of 
ijniquity either in preſent or.expeCation. 
hen too it is that the honeſt people ever 
give a looſe to their tongues, and ſome- 
times likewiſe to their hands; or if, in 
ſpight of their unanimouſly declar'd ſenſe |» 


about any thing, thoſe Miniſters ſhould 


ſtill perſiſt in ſuch deſtructive meaſures, | 
they plainly perceive that the wretched 


creatures are engag'd beyond a retreat; 


and then again it is the Britiſh Lyon rouzes, | 
that he's ated by honour and intereſt, 
and thar (his patience being abus'd) de- 

linquent * are brought to exempla- 
ry puniſhment. EX. 

The third Conſideration I would pre- 
miſe, is the uſe ſuch Miniſters make of 
the Prince's Prerogative, which is to a- 
buſe and pervert it. This is the choak- 


pear 
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r whereby they endeavour to ſtop the 
— of all Adverſaries, and under the 


I ſhelter of this Gorgons head they preſume 
JJ to ſtile themſelves the Government: ſothat 


he that ſpeaks, 2 them, does ſpeak 
(forſooth) againſt the Government ; and 
what may he not then expect from their 
power or artifice ? But in a free Govern- 
ment indeed, theſe are meer cob- web co- 
verings, of no ſolid ſafety to criminals : 
for the People, haveing rights and privile- 
ges of their own, are thoroughly verſt in 
the prerogatives and immunities of the co- 
ordinate Legiſlative ftates, which ever 


- * muſt be a check on each other, and between 


= whom there muſt be kept an exact balance 


e | and proportion. Thus the People of Great 
& Britain underſtand as well as any of their 


Miniſters, that the Prince's prerogative is 


| twofold, conſiſting partly in ſuch enume- 


rated particulars as are aſcertain'd to him 


by expreſs Laws, juſt as their peculiar 
priviledges are by proper Laws ſecur'd to 
them; and partly conſiſting in certain 
things for which there being no particular 
proviſion made by Law, it is left to the 
Prince's diſcretion to do therein what he 
{hall judg moſt conduceing to the publick 
benefit ; not for any ſeparate views of his 
own, not to enrich or aggrandize his fa- 

f vorites. 
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vorites. This the Rowans us'd to expreſ; Ml 
by ve guid detriment! Rospublica capiar, i 
and a writer of our own has well defin-ꝗ i 
it to be, the porwer ꝙ doing good withouy 
Lew. This diſcretionary power then bs. 
ing left to the Prince in certain caſes hy 
the Law (as in thoſe of making Peace and 
War) is therefore its ſelf a proper part 9 
the Law: and as all Laws are made for the 
good of thoſe they concern; fo the Prery. 
gative, as in the now-mention'd caſes, 
ought ever to be eſſentially exercis'd fo 
the good of the nation. Tis therefore the 
pla ineſt thing in the world, that the Pre- 
rogative is no more a juſtification of con- 
cludeing a diſadvantageous Peace, than 
beginning an unjuſt War. eAll thinzs are 
lawful for me, ſays St. Paul, but all things 
are not expedient nor is there any man 
or woman on earth, that ſhou'd be a- 
ſham'd of eſpouſing this great Apoſtlex 
Political ſentiments. T may indeed by 
« the bare letter of my Prerogative (let 
“ us ſuppoſe a good Prince to ſay) in a 
« treaty of Peace give away ſuch or ſuch 
% branches of trade from my own nation 
« to another, by what motives ſoever 
t thereunto induc'd ; nay, I may throw 
* an over-balance of power into the ſcale 


« of their mortal Enemy: but is this an- 
“ ſwering 


| 10 ry above al 
not to warn loudly againſt it; to warn 
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t ſwering the truſt repos'd in me by my 
« People, Prerogative 75 - but another 

« Name for ſuch a Truſt? & this prudent 

« any more than honeſt ? is it the way to 
« recommend my felf to their love or 
« allegiance ? to the veneration of the 
« preſent, or the admitation of future 
“ ages? A Prince, in ſhort, may abuſe 
his Prerogative, and he may take what 
follows for his pains : but this can no more 
hinder People from complaining, than it 


# will juſtify the Miniſters that contriv'd, 
that negotiated, or that executed. To 


talk of ing free, and not to dread flave- 
miſeries ; to dread it, and 


againſt it, and not ſtrenuouſſy to oppoſe 
it: is ſquareing the circle, tranſmuteing of 
metals, Tranſubſtantiation, the Pretend- 
er, or if there be any more abfurd chi- 
mera. | | 

Having thus prevented the inferences 
which might be erroneouſly drawn from 
the Royal Prerogative miſunderſtood, 
from Miniſters that might at any time 
be better truſted than known, and from 
the freſh date of our Alliances with Fance 
or any other Nation; I ſhall now proceed 
to ſhew, that if the 975 Article of the 
Treaty of Utrecht (which is unreaſonably, 


\ 
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TJ will not ſay unfairly, . delay'd) be not 
ſpeedily executed, theſe conſequences will 
undoubtedly follow : the Queen's honour 
will be ſully'd, which will add no credit 
to the Nation; the Nation it ſelf will be 
in danger, which can be no ſafety to the 
Queen; the Liberties of Europe will be at 
an end, in which caſe we cannot hope to 
be free; and the Peace of the world will 
be diſturb'd, which nearly concerns our 
plenty and power, as well as our ſafety 
and freedom. It will be faid that this is 
but one Article. But it is ſuch an Article 
as goes big with a great many others: 
all, our Part of the Peace depends upon it; 
and if we.cannot get this peform'd for our 
ſelves, how ſhall we be able to procure 
thoſe advantages which we have ſtipula- 
ted for our Allies? | 
But that the evidence of theſe conſe- 
quences may only need a very few words 
to ſum it up.at laſt, I ſhall here give ſo 
full and impartial a ſtate of the whole af- 
fair, as I promiſe my ſelf will be above all 
exception, and ſuch as will. naturally ſug- 
oeſt thoſe reflections which I may not 
have time to make. It would be as need- 
leſs to inſiſt, on che dangerous and deſtruc- 
tive importance of Dunkirk, as to ſhow 
the force and ſituation of it. IE 
indi- 
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indications of both are thoſe thouſands of 
Fritiß and Belgick Families reduc'd to 
beggary and - ſtarveing, the prodigious 
number. of ſhips.'taken or deſtroy'd, the 
immenſe quantities of treafure and the 
millions of lives miſerably loſt. Theſe 
fad conſiderations induc'd the Lords ſpi- 
ritual and temporal, and the Commons 
aſſembled in Parliament, humbly and ear- 
neſtly to addreſs the Qucen on the ſecond 
of March, 1702, that for the ſecurity 
her Majeſty's domi ions, the præſaruation of 
trade, and the general — of the allies, 
her Majeſty would be gratiouſly pleas'd that 
care be taken (in the Treaty then on foot) 
that the fortifications and harbour Dun- 


kirk may be demoliſhd and deſtroy d. Here 


A may note that thoſe worthy Patriots 
ad the good of their allies at heart, as 
well as their on preſervation: and the 
Parliament or Miniſtry that will not have 
a regard to their bare honour in ſuch. a 
caſe, no leſs than to their viſible gay 
deſerve to have no engagements made 
with them, nor any ſtreſs to be laid on 
their promiſes. .The Queen's anſwer to 
this addreſs, which contain'd ſome other 
ſubjects, was, that ſhe was of the ſame 
opinion. with her two houſes of Parliament 
in the ſeveral particulars of their addreſs 

=. aſſure- 
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aſſmreing them that no care ſhould be want. 
ig on her fart, to attain the ends they 
der d. And ſuch indeed was the fy 
riority of her arms under the inimitable 
conduct of her ever victorious Genera] 
his Grace the Duke of Marlborough; ſuch 
the fucceſs of her Councils, by the nego. 
tiations of her two moſt able and unexcep. 
tionable Plenipotentiaries at the Treaty of 
the Hague, vis. the ſame conſummate 
Hero and the right honourable the Lord 
Viſcount Totenſbend; that his mot Chrilim 
Majeſty, in the 21½ article of the id 
Treaty, Promiſes to cauſe all the fortifca - 
tions of the totem of Dunkirk, its harbour © 
nnd Rys-banks, with what belongs there, 
to be rad d at his expence without exception; 
fo that one half of the ſaid fortifications (hall i 
be ra&'d; and one half of the harbour t, 
vp, withiz the ſpace of Fivo months, and 
#he ot her ha of the Barbour fl up inte 
ſpace of two months more, to the ſatifactiu 
of the of Great Britain, and of the 
Lords the States-Geneval of the United Pro- 
vinces : or ſball it be permitted ever to re- 
build the furt iſratione, or to make the Har- 
boar navigable again directly or indirect !y. 
Here's an Article clearly and fully word- 
ed ; dis home, tis to the purpoſe : and I 
dare affirm, had that Treaty happily _ 
e 


1 


1 
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na Peace, that the Perſons concern'd 
„ond have ſeen it executed to a day, and 
2 before the troops had been disbanded. 
© Wt the Frnth King, when reduc'd tothe 


le a Wo 
ſt extremity;when on the point of ſigning | 
8 Pefice, that very probably for many years 


SOUL have ſecur'd the t uility of Ex. 
i br, when difpds'd to be quiet himſelf, and 
„ others be ſd too, he has a door of 
wt open'd from ſome unknown quarter: 


of 
a Whe project appears infallible, For this his 
1 
d 
2 
* 


aſts and Academicians, thoſe fawning 
obs by which this experienc'd Monarch 
rers hiaDratles, prepare the world by 
Fay of Rhetorical propheſy ; doubtlefs, 
"KM fo ancxpetted a turn ſhould cauſe too 
eat z furprizes He refuſes to ratify the 
mous Preliminaries: pretends to propoſe 
WW»: expedient at Ger truydenberg : but all 
Wurely to gain time, while his good friends 
ere working elſe where under ground, 
rought to light by t ure Hiſtorian of 
die never to be forgotten Tranſactions. 
be Miniſtry in Eglam i foon aſter 
hang'd, and a private Negotiation being 
2t on foot with France, Monſieur Meſæa- 


* 


NX K. 


y Fey on the Part of the moſt Chriſtian King 
[ elivers to the new Miniſters here certain 


Propoſals or Preliminary articles, as a 
be ſufficient 


— 


— — — —— — — wes A. tet 


; be ſaid to have: come of the Preliminaries 4 
of the Hague," yet Dankivk was now al 


n mel to acquire it asitofortify.it, and hui 


_ Equivalent ſtipulated here, whereas no 
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ſufficient ground for a Treat Howth ey 
became publick every Body may rexmem:M 
ber; and how far ſhort ſoever theſe may 


reckon'd a fundamental / Point, à Point 
without which nothing could be heard, 
much leſs concluded: —— the 
Sixth article of thoſe Preliminaries contains 
verbatim, that ot νẽiuνjMg Dunkirk 
cg the French] Ming - very great Sums, 


tir farther neceſſary tobe at very conſidevas 
ble Expence fur razing. the Works * | his Ma. 
Jefty is willing however to engage to cauſe 
them to be demoliſh: immediately after tl 


concluſion of the Peace), on Condition thut fir 
the fortiſicatious that pluce: a proper E. 
quivalent, that may content him, be given 

m. And as England caunot fierniſh that | 
Equivalent, '#he-d:cuſſion” of it ſball be re. 
ferr'd to the conferences ti be held fur the 
_— of the Peace. Being refolv?d 
to keep cloſe to my point, I ſhall take no 
notice how nicely we ate twitted in this 
Article with our former mercenary Selling 
of Dun kirk: as little will I dwell upon the 


n#_ 4. 7 _ f = WU” ERR 


ſuch thing was granted in the old Peli. 
minaries: and leaſt of all will I ſtay to exa- 
* mine 


= * 
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4 mine whether it were ju that tlie Datch 
on ou'd be ſolely oblig'd to furniſh this 
vEE Huivilent becauſe Lile, wich ſome other 
es 
10 


Towns and Diftridts, cob onely a= 
the K: of F. With regard to 9 
nt Subject, I want no more but that 
d; molition of Dunkirł was a coad lon pes 
e non in the new Prelintinaries, And 
ns 55 well did Leit the Fourteenth ſee or 
* vas inform'd, that no Peate cb even 
„chen be 6brain'd without this, bogdltion, 
that the Miniſters of France in their Spe- 
cifick offers at Utrecht, on the àth of Febru- 
ary, N. S. 1712. promiſe that Yi Majeſty 
ui cauſe all the Fortifications . Puntirk 
© to be demoliſht imme dintely after the Peace ; 
Provided an Equivalent be given N v0 55 
F Sati faction. Our Plenipotentiaries like- 
wiſe in their Specifick Demands made at 
the fame Place on the 5th of March fol- 
lowing, VV. S. require as his Majeſty ſhall 
deſrroy the Fortifications Dunkirk at his 
d oe Expence iu tio Months after the Peace, 
now 2nd never again cleanfe the Harbour, or re- 
15 Pair them. The ſame Demand was — by 
ag the Dateh: but I ſhall have nothing el 
he ro do with the Dutch on this ory os 
"0 the Britih Miniſters Were a fort of Medi- 
if ators as well as Plenipotentiaries ; and that 
a- therefore i in this Fey ve #re more 
ne con- 


Bj: ae any, 1 3 ſay, 


in honqur as well as intereſt;to ſee \Dankirk | 


effectu demoliſht. The next time we 


hear of this matter (that we may produce 


all our evidences in their proper order) 


* on the.6th of June, O. S. tlie ſame Year, 
7 en told the Parliament, that 

the our Home · trade will, be better 

Th 5 5 for by the D een of Dunkirk. 
is deylaxa 


wo is Hort, but it is ſubſtantial. 


is ngt, ambiguous, Oracle, but a moſt 
7 


ther 
g rut 


th of her own: Subjects and of her 
Allee w_ Ninth Article of our Peace con- 


cluded. with France on the 3 of March) 
laſt, O. S. runs in theſe. terms. The oft Chri-. 
lian Ring ſhall take care that all the, Fortifi- © 
cations .of the City. of Dunkirk be raz'd, | 
that the: harbour ke falPd up, and that the 


Sluices or: Moles which ſerve to cleanſe the 
harbour. be 22 d; and that at the ſaid 


Ring s owp Ex ence, ait lun the Space of froe 
mouths after the conditions of of Peace are con- 


cluded aui ſigu d: that is.to ſay, the furt ifi 


cations toqwerd the Sea within the ſpace of 


two months, aud thoſe towards the Land, to- 
gether with the ſaid — doit hin three 
Months ; 


e Propoſition. Nothing in EY. 
clid e evident. In Conſequence 
rae of. ls 4 and neceſſary | 


er Majeſt y; having at heart tlie 


lk * as 


oO? pd pom „ nd fond ce anon oa. 
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WW Months; on this i condition alſo, that 
be ſaid'; e us, Harbour, Moles, hy 
| Slices, be never ve pA d again: all which 
J /14// not uche per be begun to be ruin d, till 
after ter) ' thing k Pit nfo bis miſt ür, 
an Maje * Hand t, | ts to be Hen hi 2 
inſtead Hertot or a a Equivalent.” The 
Toy this very: Artitle exus?d among bet 
People: of the Brit — expel: 
ſible. Nothin in can equ Net it, but th eſs 
that appear'd on their browẽs - they 
fav a time elapſt, and the conditions or 
perform'd; not as much as a ſhip re- 
mov id out of thé harbour, no more than 
one Stone out of the rtifications, 12 the 
mean time we ma 55 obferve' from all the 
bree tranſactions, that the Demo- 
litionof Dunkirk is none of the heads in dif- 
N ference between the New Miniſeryand the 
Old. They and all their ſeyeral partizans 
are equally agreed in this Point. Our moſt 
gratious Queen has done whatever Became: 
a true Mother of her People. And'theſe 
People, Whig and Tory, High- Churchund 
© I Low, ftrove'to ontvy one anqthert in their 
- I congratulatory Addreſſes, when Dunkirk 
„vas deliver'd up to her Ma jeſty's Poſſeſ. 
Fon on the 87% of Jah, 0. S. 1712. à8 4 
Pledge of the Frenc/ King's Bous fide in 
che Treaty then on foot. In theſe 2d. 
; B 2 dreſſes, 
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- dreſſes, which I, have now all before me, 
from the ſeveral Counties, Burroughs, and 3 
Corporations of Great Britain and Ireland, 
never was the unanimous Senſe of Nati. 
ons more emphatically declar'd, nor the 
importance of a place better deſerib d. The 3 
important Place and Fort of Dunkirk, is MW 
but the language of a few; tis by others 

ſtil'd an impregnable Fortre res the 55 12 
Fortreſs: and J Bala of France, . be 1% 
12 e eg e of all 1. 
Ss, one of the {tron rtrefſes of all | 
Europe, the moſt im ee 22 of all 
Europe; and, to add no more. pithets, 
one. of; the 2 Fortreſſes in the World. % 
Theſe Addreſſes in ſo many 5 50 declare 
over and over that her Majeſty's getting 
this Town out of the French hands, is - 
certain Security to our Trade, which from 1 
thence. was ſevere annoy d: That this 
gratifjing t Wiſes her People, as a 
Place of: the greateſt Conſequence to theſe | 
. — ons; that it would have been recłon d 
caly purchaſe at the expence of ſeveral | 

nil 02s ” Money, and thouſands F Lives: 
s, ſay others, whoſe importance 
Amy b ee e a4 by the Conſs- 
A. fas «men Treaſure, of which 
the nm from that Port onely deſpoil'd 


her La fpeople: Others again 755 
that 
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© that the importance of that placè to Bris 
BW tain very evident from the general diſ- 
ſatüfact io fo Men expreſt for ſelling it #0 
IF France; \us well 2s bythe fatal effects it 


z our Trade ever ſince ; a Place, 


as had &'S 2 
= fay others, more conſequence tothe Trad? 


of Great Britain, thax' all the other ſtrong 
Towns and" Caſites in the Spaniſh Low 


Countries, that have coſt ſo much "Blood 


and Treaſure. They all agree that the 
takeing it from France will add à new life 


aul ſpirit 70 al ber: Majeſty's Peapte con- 
2 cerud in Trade ; that it will make our Trade 
and Commerce: to advance and improve both 
Rat home:and abroad; and, in one word, 


chat it cui li niake the Trade of Great Britain 
to florariſh, ) Now if theſe things be really 
ſo (as moſt certainly; they are) it is no 


great Vonder that the Inhabitanis of the 
Hfitiſb Pominions ſhould be highly diſſa- 
#tisfy'd, chat che performance of the Article 
of Demolition is fo long delay d, contrary 
to the faith and expreſs words of the laſt 


Treaty with Fance, herein the Honour 
of her Majeſty, tlie ineſs of her Peo- 
ple, and the Welfare bf her Allies, are fo 
highly concern'd. On this! Article ſo 
immediately relateing not onely 10 our 
commerce, but even tour very being an 
independent Nation (as I ſhall preſently 

* B 3 ' have 
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ha ve occaſion to ſhow) ſhould not be fair- 
ly executed; pray what Security have we, 
or in truth can we have, that any of the o- L 
ther Articles of it,e{pecially in remoter parts 
of the World, will ever be comply'd with? 
not to ſpeak of the Proteſtant Succeſſion, | 
or the Spaniſh and French Renunciations, 
As therefore the: Demolition of Duy- 
kirk. has not onely been ſo ſolemnly ſtipu- 
lated by her Majeſty, but likewiſe ſo una- 
nimouſly deſir'd by her Subjects; ſo in 
Kir dealing, nothing could be alledg d in 
behalf of the French King's boni fide, un- 
leſs he were refus'ꝰd the Equivalent pro- 
mis'd, and without actually obtaining of 
which he was indeed bound to no perfor- 
mance on his part. The Commons of 
Great Britain takeing this into their Con- 
ſideration, did on the third of June laſt 
addreſs her Majeſty, that ihe: would be 
Pleard to direct thut an account be laid be- 
Pore their Honſe, what Equivalent: was to 
Le given to thermoſt Chriſtian Ming for the 
denolitiom of Dunkirk; and what is ſtipula- 
_ ted: relateing-toPradkirk, iz daſe the Equr 
valent hu not \(bev:comply'd with. To 
this Addxeſsi they neceivid no anſwer till 
the abth of the ſame month, and then 
but to one part of iti hat in purſuance of 
he Treqties as uu between her Mac 
8 a 
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and t he mo Chriſtian Ning, as between 
that ing and the States-General, the E: 

uivalent, zwhich was to be 5 for the 
Demolition of Dunkirk, is already in the 
hands of his moft Chriſtian Majeſiy. Well 
then: be the Equivalent what it will; 
and given by the Dutch, or us, or both, 
we have her Majeſty's Royal word for it, 
that it is already in the French King's 
hands: and methinks the canſequence is 
very, natural, that as that King was not 
to begin the Demolition till the Equivalent 
were put into his hands, ſo when the Equts 
valent was honeſtly put into his hands, he 
ſhould as honeſtly have begun the Demoli- 


ion. But of this we all know nothing has- 
been hitherto done, and fo in the next- 
place we are briefly to enquire what may 


be the reaſons and the conſequences of ſuck 
Proceedings. | a * 

All the Reaſons I ever heard offer'd 
worth repeating, are reduc'd to theſe 
two, 1. That we ſhould keep it odr 
ſelves. 2. That we ſhould ſell it again 


to the French. Not to alledge for the firſt 


of theſe reaſons, the authority of a few 
Popiſh or Jacobite Politicians (whoſe bu- 
ſineſs is to divide us among our ſelves, 
and from our beſt allies) it is thus worded- 
in the Addreſs of the County of Salop, an- 

# B 4 In- 
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Inland untrading County. Our Trade 
and Commerce (lay they) will advance aud 
improve both at home and abroad, and we ® 
ſhall be ſecure thereof whilſt Dunkirk is | 
arriſon'd by Pos. Majeſty's forces, and | 
rance oblig*d to quit that important aud 
impregaable fortreſs, as the neareſt recom- 
ence and equivalent we can expect for that 
imenſe and unequal ſhare of blood and trea- 
fare, we have ſuſtain d dureing this lon 
and expenſrve War. That by takeing Dun- 
kirk'out of the Hands of the French King, 
Treadily grant our Trade will the more 
improve and advance; and that it will 
become more ſecure than ever by the de- 
molition of Dunkirł, needs no labour to 
prove. Securer far by the Demoliſhing 
than the Garriſoning of it, in as much as 
in the firſt caſe it is never to be repair'd, 
nor indeed can it without our haveing ? 
ſufficient notice to prevent it: while in 
the ſecond caſe we leave a poſſibility for 
the French to re- acquire it by Force, Sur- | 
prize, or even by Lale under ſome future 
corrupt Miniſtry; and that tlie keeping 
of it would juſtly raiſe offence and jea- 
louſy againſt us, notonely in the breaſts of 
the Dutch, but of all our other trading 
Allies, which is not the Way to advance, 
improve, or ſecure our Trade, I affirm 
5 | . 5 : in 
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in the ſecond caſe, with tlie good leave of 
Z thoſe. truſty a 4 
Dunkirk would be 2 manifeſt treacher 


lopians, that the keeping of 


and breach of Faith, a thing for which 

the Britons have not been infamous dure- 
ing a long ſeries of Ages. Of this let us 
leave our worſt enemies in the uninterrupt- 
ed poſſeſſion they have kept of the ſame 
ſince Julius Ceſar's time, the fatal inſtan- 
ces whereof take up ſo much room in the 
Annals of all European and many other 
Nations. Let us, in God's name, rather 


ſtill be reckon'd thoughtleſs, blunt, and 
eaſily deluded (words our Enemies have 
found, by which to expreſs our honeſty, 
ſincerity, and fair dealing) than with 
them to be counted artful, diſſembling, 
and perfidious, The Dutch have paid the 


whole Equivalent, or at leaſt the better 
part of it (for Monſieur Meſnager ſa ys the 
Exgliſh could not furniſh it) and yet we 
muſt keep the Town. This needs fio 
Comment. And God forbid we ſhould 
take any ſuch advantage over the French 
themſelves. In hopes there may be' no 
occaſion of putting our Country-men in 


mind of their good old Maxims againſt a- 


ny Conqueſts on the Continent, which 
ever require more coſt than they afford 
profit, and which may ſerve as well far 

the 
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the nurſery of an Army aga inſt our On 
liberties, as to keep on foot the perpetual 
envy and jealouſy of our Neighbours; in 
hopes, I ſay, that all true Britonf are incapa. 
ble to forget thoſe eternal Britiſb Reaſons 
of State, I ſhall now draw no Arguments 
from hence, leſt I ſhould be thought to 
offer an affront to their Underſtandings. 
EKeeping {till cloſe to the matter, and wil- 
Jing to bring it into the narroweſt compaſs 
I can, I ſhall not trouble the reader how 
the Salopiaus came by thoſe new Politicks, 
tho J am not ſo great a ſtranger to the in- 
triegue, as ſome perhaps may imagine. Tis 
no ſuch wonder that our new Allies ſhould 
perſwade us to break our Treaties, eſpeci- 
ally in favour of themſelves, and to our 
oven ruin. Twas much about the time 
the Duke d' Humont made his publick en- 
try, that the Sieur Tygghe, who ſtiles him- 
ſelf Deputy of the Magiſtrates Dunkirk, 
preſented an Addreſs to the Queen, beg- 
| * her to ſpare their Town and Harbour, 
To this Memorial the Viſcount *Boling- 
broke anſwer'd, That the Queen had read 
dit h at tent ion the Addreſs the Sieur Tugghe 
bad preſented to her in the name of the Ma- 
giſtrates of the Town of Dunkirk; and that 
le had commanded him to let him know, that 
3 the bebeld with ſorrow the damages ny 
act _ 
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n +he inhabitants of that Town will ſuſtain 
= ty the demolition of its ramparts and  har- 
in Jour; but that ſhe did not think it convenient 
1- to make any alteration in a thing agreed on 
15 an determin d by a Treaty. None in Eu- 
ts ¶ pe is ſo ſtupid, by the way, as to ima- 
to gine any town, in France would dare of 
their own heads to ſend Deputies to an 
1. W Potentate: whatſoever: nor would ſuc 
ſsDeputies dare to come of ſuch an impu- 
dent errand hither, unleſs ſupported: by 
s, ¶ hopes better grounded than appears to e- 
vety body, but which in time may be made 
is W manifeſt to all the World. Animated 
d therefore by theſe ſame hopes of ſucceed- 
i- ing (whatever they may be) Monſieur Tag- 
ge preſents a ſecond Addreſs, which, upon 
X Haverng been printed and diſperſt gratis at 
the Royal Exchange and elſe where, to try 
the pulſe of People, did very much ſur- 
k, prize and alarm all the vorld. But 
a certain perſon haveing that ſame night 
diſeover'd by whoſe means that Ad- 
dreſs was tranſlated into Exgliſh, and 
handed to the Preſs, his friends were no 
anger at a loſs whither to trace that 
Tranſaction; tlie chief agent being a cer- 
tain Baronet, who ſo ſpends his time be- 
tween Minceing- lane, Somerſet-houſe, and 
Jork-buildings, that tis not more eaſy to 
os WEI ſay 
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ſay at whichof thoſe places he lives, than 
whether in a little time, at this ubiquita- 
rian rate, he can be properly ſaid to live 7 
in any place at all. However, the mi. 
nute he was known to be cohcern'd in 
this matter, no body doubred of the reſt: 
for when once a man has fold himſelf to 
the Devil, whatever he's a doing after- 
wards, tis concluded he's employ'd in'his 
Maſter's bufineſs. How unlike is this to 
the conduct of another Refugee? who, 
when a certain hot Dignitary in the 
Church was folliciting his vote at a late 
Election, anſwer'd, he would take it as 
his rule to vote on the contrary ſide with 
him; for that as their Kirig was put up- 
on baniſhing of them from their owt na, 
tive Country by his bigotted Prieſts, he 
would never be for makeing the Prieſts of 
the Country that received him, powerful 
enough to ſend him once more a travel- i 
ling, not knowing where this Prieſt- ride. 
ing humour might ſtop. And would to 
God all our Jacobites and admirers of arbi- 
trary power were tranſplanted into France, 
and that we by a happy exchange had with 
us their Mofirious Confeſors and Tovers 
of Liberty: for whenever I ſpeak difad- 
vantageoùſly of the French Nation (whoſe 
learned, brave, and worthy perſons I T 
74 Nour 
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Inour) I wou'd not be underſtood to mean 
Me natives of a better Climate than our 

vn, but the ſervile Paraſites of deſpotick 
Rule, and the vile Supporters of Tyranny. 
But to return to the Sieur Tagghe, I won- 


+ . der when, he us'd it as an argument with 
to ber Majelty,. that the Demolition of Dax. 
ok would reduce 18000 families to ex- 


* tream miſery, he did not think upon the 
proverb, that Charity begins at home; 


10 and that therefore tlie * compaſ- 
ie on would be more firongly mor d in be- 
te half of thoſe many more thouſands of fa- 
a milies of her own ſubjects that have been 


Mitterly undone, by that neſt of Pyrates: 
Peſides that, ſyppoli What he ſays to 
Pe true, yet; all the miſchief. ends there; 
" Evhereas, by fayeing the Place no bod; 
m £00WS. how many more thouſands will 
e ruin'd hereafter. O but he pleads not 
„ In behalf of zhoſe dreadful Ornaments, thuſe 


4 Xe. beho/deys * her Majeſty's thunder- 


ares the Mole and Dykes that form and 


naked tondition can for the future be 0 
of {hs Pity indeed 

'd, and in pity to her 
r 
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PIPER "49:15 roads as? a I Coen oy { mann, 
SubjeA S,, As well as in juſtice to her allies, 
we are very confident her Majeſty will 
not ſpare them, notwithſtanding all this 
bombaſt and nauſeous ſtuff. How prodi- 
gious then muſt their afſurance' be? who if 
could think of obtaining ſuch a requeſt as 
demoliſhing the fortifications towards the 
land, which are no more to us than thoſe 

of any other town in Hauders; and leay. 

ing the harbour entire, Which is all we 

are, concern'd to deſtroy | But he too i 

for ruining the fortifications towards the 
Sea; and we anſwer, that all this ſigni-| 


1177 


fies nothing, ſo long as the harbour re- 
mains: ſince ſuch works are eaſily re. 
pair'd (efpecully if the piles are left in the 
ground) under the fayour of batteries we 
Snot approach, while*ris dbſolutely im- 
praQticable without our leave ever to open 
and cleanſe the harbour *gain, which, to 
men skill'd in theſe matters needs no 
proof. Tis neither worth fpending m) 
on nor other peoples _ ad. 
verting more particularly upon the ten 
reaſons he has given e be the 


harbour, which he ſays will not be incon. 
tent with the & ews of Great 
Britain, very well Eknowh,it feems to the 
Sieur Tugghe. Once or twice he ſawcily 
dictates about theſe ſame Political view 
1 (which 
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anſwer to what, for their information, we 
have premisꝰd abo t both theſe heads at 
the berinnfh 95. and they may likewiſe, if 
they pleaſe, further Fforen'd, that A. 
n and Prerogative are . out of this 
Alion. Ti neither qur Queen not our 
Miniſters that are to 55 emoliſi Dunkirk, 
but the French King at his own expence, 
within 4 time limited, which time is a 
gbod While ſince elaps d. The impor- 
t#fice of the place has been ſo fully made 
out before, that we may as ſoon Net the 
French Dover, as keep up the forti- 
feutions of Dunkirk. What ſecurity liave 
we, as I ſaid more than once already, M 
that the reſt of the arrictes of Peace ſhall E 
be more punctually obſerv'd? All that 18 
inſiſt upon ds, that e take care to, feel 
this obſerws!; in order to make us 6200 
about tlie Teſts If we are not in a condi· 
tioh to get tis much' perform d. then ith 
isplain it not onel the been honour, 8 
but our n fafet 18 at ſtake; that he| 
who will nor take law, is able to ſcribe 
law to the Confederates; that if they wil 
not fit q Ry this, be Gre] of Europe 
are again d into war, and forc*d up- 
on fo A$Gtyuntageous a foot, in compart- 
ſon of what they have beer in the laſt (for 
een noodleſs to recite) that _ have 
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but a very doubtful ſtruggle left for their 
Liberties and Independency. In all the 
late Treaties the French King appears to 
be the Godfather as well as the Grandfa- 
ther of Don Philip, for he anſwers and 
engages for every thing in his name, which 
ſhews that France and Spain are not yet 
' aftually divided. Tis by the late Peace 
ve are to hope they will be ſo : but if 
that Peace is not it ſelf obſerv'd, then it 
is evident, that we are to look upon thoſe 
two Crowns as one Potentate, who, in- 
ſtead of demoliſhing Dunkirk, will forti- 
fy Dover- (the reaſon of my Title) and not 
onely very calily maſter Holland and the 
= Empire, Italy and Portugal, but &en ſet 
up barefac'd for the Univerſal Monarchy, 
which would of courſe involve the world 
in War, Quod erat demonſtraudum. 
Since the writeing of what goes before, 
and printing the firſt ſheet of it, I have 
FH ſeen, fir {t, an eAgvertiſement which pro- 
1.08 miſes a Diſcourſe upon the importance of 
Dunkirk to Great Britain, and next, a 
ick-thank Pamphlet, which falſely and 
urrilouſly reflects on the author of the 
up ſaid aAdvertiſement. The Title of this 
aui © amphlet is, Reaſons concerning the imme- 
(fot diate demoliſhing of Dunkirk : eing 4 ſe- 
* vel ride Enguiry into the ws and condition of 


that 
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that affair. The true Title ſhould have 
been, Reaſons for nut demoliſhing of Dunkirk, 
Tho I doubt not but this mercenary wretch 
will meet with due correction from the 
worthy author of the Guardian (hom he 
taxes with Inſolence, Fal ſehood, Scdition, 
and Abſurdity) yet I cannot forbear take- 
ing notice here of one or two Paſſages in 
him, as a ſample of the reſt. It ſhould be 
enquird- (he fays) when the Article of put- 
ting Dunkirk into her Majeſty's hands was 
in debate, from W HO and from what foun- 
nation came the addition of that clauſe, viz. 
the Fortifications to be demoliſhd? This 
enquiry is of a piece with the ſophiſtical 
inſinuations of the Examiner and the reſt 
of the Frexch Hackneys againſt rhe Dutch 
as if this addition came from them: an 

truely the author before us affirms as poſi- 


tively as if he had ſome reaſon to know 
it, in his 87% Page, that they were not the 
Britiſh Miniſters that demanded the de- 
moliſhing of Duxkirk., He mult, needs 


mean the preſent Miniſters, for which I 
leave them to reward him as they ſhall 
think meet: for tis undeniable fact from 
what I have written before, that this de- 
mand 'proceeded, firſt from an eAdareſs of 
both houſes of the Britiſo Parliament in 
the Yeer 170+, and next frem the Gam 
| nt- 
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Miniſters at the Hague the ſame Year, 
who therein follow d their Iaſtrudi ions 


C 
i {founded upon her Majeſty's anſwer to the 
aid 4ddreſs. Now that in this laſt Trea- 


0 5 of Utrecht it could not be added by the 
. utch, appears from hence beyond con- 
e. tradition, namely, that it is expreſly con- 
n tain'd in Monſ. Meſuager's Prekminaries, 


„to which the Imperialiſts and the Dutch 
were abſolute Strangers. Much good 
may it do him therefore with his enquiry, 
— may they ever have the thanks of the 
nation (be they who they will) that ad- 
ded the clauſe of Demolition. But he 
wonders we ſhould formerly excla im with 
e much vehemence againſt the ſelling of 
Punkirł, and yet be fo earneſt now for 
he demoliſhing of it: for it ſeems he does 
ot know that deſtroying it is one thing, 
nd preſerving it another. That old bar- 
ain, he may be ſure, will ever redound 
o the Infamy of all concern'd in it; on 
which account I ſhall ſay nothing in this 
Haper about the ſuppoſition of re. ſelling 
t: and the true Reaſon why no men- 
ion was made of demoliſhing Duxkirk in 
hoſe days,was,becauſe neitherthe harbour 
or fortifications were then conſiderable. 
But a hundred inſtances could be produc'd, 
rere 1t needful, to prove that all the con- 
32 ſequences 
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ſequences _ which have ſince happen'd, 
were foreſeen, as ſoon as it was known 
that ſo many thouſand hands were em. 
plo 'd to open the harbour, as well as to 
uid thoſe caſtles, moles, and ſluices that 
reſerve it: nor were there wanting 
faithful monitors then to have them ob. 
ſtructed and deftroy'd ; but both our 
King and our Miniſters were too much 
in the intereſt of France at that time 
—to hearken to ſuch falutary Advices. 
Not to infiſt on the immenſe Sums they 
receiv'd in perſons, the French King had 
them beſides in a cleft ſtick, if we may 
uſe ſo familiar an expreſſion : for without 
his aid they deſpair'd of ever pq. 1 
the hopeful projects they had then on 
the anvil, vis. deſtroying the Dutch a. 
broad, introduceing Popery, and eſtabliſh- 
ing a Popiſh Succeſſor at home. Theſe ar: 
matters too recent to be deny'd. Beſides 
facts, we can produce millions of write. 
ings to demonitrate them: ſo it need bi 
no wonder, if, on all theſe accounts, we 
heard fo little in thoſe times about the de- 
moliſhing of Dunkirk. 
The next ſingular diſcovery of our Au- 
thor is, that we keep Devkirk till our 
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Commerce be advantageouſly eſtabliſht in 
Flanders, for which he does with ren t 
alu: 
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aſfurance alledge the Commons Vote, of 
the 22d of Tune laſt, and upon this occa- 
Non gives the Author of the Guardian the 


Lye. But the very words of that Vs 
make himſelf next the Mercator, the great- 


lat 

ng eſt lyar in the world; always excepting 
Di maſter the Devil, and his t'other ma- 
ur ter. The vote is, That az umble Addreſs 


be preſented to her Majeſty, that ſhe will be 
pleas'd to take care, that the towns in 
Flanders in her Majeſiy's poſſeſſion be not 
vacuated, till thoſe who are to have the 
overaignty of the Spaniſh Netherlands 4. 
rree to ſuch Articles for regulateing Trade, 
may put the Subjects of Great Britain 
ing! pon an equal foot with thoſe of any ot hey 
on Vin. After ſuch an authority as this, 
a. Hays he, what man can have the face to ſay, ; 
h. HE BRITISH Namon txeEcCTs Dun- 

are NN TO E 1M MEA TELY DEMOLISH? Ä? 
des V ithout troubline Mer ſelves with his face, | @ 
ite- Pill we ſee it he knows where, we can 

be ell him the beſt men in Britain have the 

we 
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ce to expect this, and will ſet their fa- 
de-. Nes againſt all thoſe that ſeek to delay or 


obſtruct it. But, as to the Vote it elf, 
Au- hat have thoſe, who are to have the So- 
our 1 the Spaniſh Netherlands, to 
t in o with Dunkirk ? or what is Dunkirk to 
rea them, which is part of the French King's 
ſſu- = domini- 
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dominiqns ? The towns meant. by the 
Vote, and without which indeed the Vote 
coy'd have no meaning, muſt lie in the 
Spaniſh Netherlands, in the Netherlands 
belonging to thoſe who are to have the So. 
veratgnty of them; not in thoſe about 
whoſe Soveraignty there was no Diſpute, 
They were Ghent, Bruges, and Newport, 
but not Dunkirꝶ; and the thing is fo clear, 
that Tam aſham'd to ſay ſo much about it, 
Moreover, as to the regulateing of our 
Trade in Flanders, it muſt be own'd, that 
we meet particularly from the Dutch all 
the fair and reaſonable conceſſions imagi- 
nable in that affair; beſides that they are 
the tradeing part of our own Nation, who 
are moſt cla morous about the demolition 
of Dunkirk, not without reaſons that 
colt 'em dear enougy 3 and, with ſome 
pec pl good leave, they underſtand as 
well as they, what bWngs to the Secu- 
rity of their Trade. But I ſhould not 
wonderif they were not thought ſo good 
judges of this, when they are not allow- 
ed to be judges, even in Trade it ſelf, what 
imports or exports are moſt advantage- 
ous or detrimental to the Nation : but 
muſt have theſe things explain'd for them, 
and againſt their unanimous Senſe, by 
thoſe that never traded in any thing but 
Money. | Well, 
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well, if this will not do, our Proteux 


vill tell us, as he actually does in his ad 


age, that the demoliſhing, and not the 
eeping of Dun kirk, would be a favour to 
rance, This is ſo pleaſant a conceit, that 
y Readers muſt pardon me, if I ſpend 
o words to ſpoil the jeſt ; but I beg them 
Iſo to remember, that we were told the 
ame, thing by the fame 'perſons, about 
he Sth and gth Articles of the Treaty of 
ommerce. Nothing, on their word, but 
onfires all over Hauce, becauſe they were 
ot agreed to: and yet fo ſelf-denying 
re our new Allies, fo obſtinately ſet up- 
doing us dull Iſlanders good againft 
rwvills, that nothing but uncaſineſs has 


pear'd in the HFench Court ever ſince, 
othing but complaints amongſt their Mer- 


ants, nothing but tYreats we do not va- 
ezand they may ggpend upon it, that #he 
Hair Commerce F ſo well underitood by 
is time throughout the whole nation, that 
ſtead of better likeing the 8 and gth Ar- 
cles, the major and more diſcerning part 
re of Opinion (which I believe they will 
ſo take pains to demonſtrate) that Hu- 
er conventent we may find it at any time 
make Peace with France, yet that tis the 
al intereſi of Britain never to have an) 
owmerce ſettled with the French at all 


But 
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4 W 1 Dongns or Dover 
| | But our comical author has notdone'j . 


+ ing yet. His pleaſanteſt conceit is int} 
27th page, that we keep Daxkire till 
| conditions of the Treaty of Commerce | 
3 - fully executed by his moſt Chriftian Mg 

 _ ty, How ſtrangely have we beendeceij 

4 afl this while ! under what an ama 

illuſion! Is it his moſt. Chriſtian Mg 

ſty's fault then, that the Treaty of Ci 

merce mt executed? No: but it Hag 

det h ſome Obſtructions here (that is, 

Britiſh Houſe of Commons rejected the 

| and gth Articles) and therefore. we n 

X keep Dakirk, till his moſt Chriſtian 

| © LG jeſty makes it good. I ſhould 
J 
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thought he meant to fay, that = 
Chriſtian Majeſty would not de 


HEE Dauzxkirk, Wwe made good the T res 0 
1 2 Commerce : but thag I — ſome 
0 | Logick are juſt of a giece with _ M 
WS | ticks ; and that I e our Ahr 
_ partie ular would deteſt ſuchan inſinuati 
3 ® which he could not but: ſee-would rea 
Mi * Way. But. leave him, with all 
_ as ſaid about our e ng of Dunkirk 
i the cenſure of the Gzar 25 who yet 
ö ] A | never think it Woch his while to encal 

| ter ſo unequal a Mich, unleſs it ben 
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